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Response to Arguments 

1. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 7 and 15-25 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or 
on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

3. Claims 7, 15-20, 22, 24 and 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Asaietal. (US PG-PUB 20020111940). 

[Claim 7 ] 

An image-information display device, comprising: attribute obtaining means for obtaining, with 
respect to image data identified with predetermined image data units and an image data unit 
group including the image data units, attributes of image information (attribute information is 
stored on RDBMS 16, Paragraphs 44-46. See figure 3a and 3b for attribute tables) for the image 
data from image information data in which the image information is recorded on a storage 
medium for each image data unit (Paragraph 46); 

condition inputting means for prompting input of a search condition regarding an 
attribute of the image information and receiving the input (Paragraph 66, figure 7); 

condition searching means for searching the attributes of the image information in 
accordance with the input search condition (Paragraph 67, step 45 of figure 7. Step 47 of figure 7 
is further explained in Paragraphs 68-72); 
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representative-image obtaining means for obtaining representative images of the image 
data for the respective image data units from the image information file group in accordance with 
a result of the searching performed by the condition searching means and displaying means for 
displaying a list of the obtained representative images for the respective image data units 
(Paragraph 67-72 and Paragraph 64). 
[Claim 15] 

Asai teaches an image-information display device comprising: an attribute-information section 
(search unit 15) configured to obtain an attribute file (attribute information is stored on RDBMS 
16, Paragraphs 44-46. See figure 3a and 3b for attribute tables), said attribute file having 
attributes for content recorded on a storage medium (Paragraph 46); a condition-searching 
section configured to select at least one attribute slot from said attribute file, a search condition 
being used to select said least one attribute slot (Paragraph 66, figure 7); an image-selecting 
section configured to select a thumbnail from a plurality of thumbnails, said thumbnail being 
linked to said least one attribute slot (Paragraph 67, step 45 of figure 7. Step 47 of figure 7 is 
further explained in Paragraphs 68-72); an image-reproducing section configured to reproduce 
image data from said storage medium, a portion of said content identified by said least one 
attribute slot being said image data (Paragraph 64). 
[Claim 16] 

Asai teaches an index-displaying section configured to display said plurality of thumbnails 
(Paragraph 64). 
[Claim 17] 
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Asai teaches a link-information extracting section configured to obtain link information from 
said one of the attribute slots, said link information linking said thumbnail with said image data 
(the extracted image identification number is used to locate the image data from the hard disk 19, 
see paragraphs 69-72) 
[Claim 18] 

Asai teaches wherein said attributes catalog said content (See figures 3a and 3b). 
[Claim 19] 

Asai teaches wherein said search condition is input from a condition-inputting section (Paragraph 
72). 

[Claim 20] 

The image-information display device according to claim 15, wherein said thumbnail is a 
representative image for said image data (as shown in figure 4, thumbnail is a compressed or 
representative image version of the original image data). 
[Claims 22, 24] 

These are method claims corresponding to apparatus claims 15 and 17 respectively. Therefore 
they have been analyzed and rejected based upon apparatus claims 15 and 17. 
[Claim 25] 

This is a computer program claim corresponding to method claim 22. Therefore it has been 
analyzed and rejected based upon method claim 22. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 21 and 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Asai et 
al. (US PG-PUB 200201 1 1940) in view of Temple et al. (US Patent # 7,386,218). 

[Claim 21] 

Asai fails to teach wherein text information is displayable along with said thumbnail. However 
Temple teaches displaying thumbnails along with text information (col. 6 lines 44-67, figure 6). 
Therefore taking the combined teachings of Asai and Temple, it would be obvious to one skilled 
in the art at the time of the invention to have been motivated to have displayed text information 
along with thumbnail in order for the user to have further information regarding the thumbnail as 
to where the thumbnail belongs thereby making it easier for the user to identify the images. 
[Claim 23] 

This is a method claim corresponding to apparatus claim 21. Therefore it has been analyzed and 
rejected based upon apparatus claim 21. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

6. Claims 26-41 are allowed. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to YOGESH K. AGGARWAL whose telephone number is 
(571)272-7360. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:00 AM-5 :30PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sinh Tran can be reached on (571)-272-7564. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Yogesh K Aggarwal/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2622 



